Dr. Vikram Ambalal Sarabhai 

( 1963 - 1971 ) 




Al the age of 7. 

Rabindranath Tagore was something of a phrenologist too. When young Vikram was 
presented to him, he Intently looked at his physiognomy and expression, and the shape 
of his head, and quietly remarked to the parents that In future he would become a 
celebrity. 





As a student at the 
Indian Institute of Sciences, 
Bangalore, 1942. 



As a student at 5t, John's 
College, Cambridge, ILK. 


As a student In UX 








As Chairman, Indian National 
Committee for Space Research, 
speaking at the Thumba 
Equatorial Rocket Launching 
Station, Trivandrum, on the 
occasion of its dedication to the 
UN by the Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi, 1968. 


As Chairman, Atomic Energy 
Commission, with the Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi, at the 
Bhabho Atomic Research Centre, 
Bombay * 1967* 






AmKiLil j.nd Sarlj w-jth Vikr,iin Jtrxl (it*. 



Vikwn niih the toymdn* bt 







lhcSjr,ahh.m with RjMndrarulh Tagore. 1920 





Koveabtr t, 1935 - 


It la with gr#tt plefuur* tiit 1 recotwod 
tii* ipp licit ion f or limit* ioa of Ifr* Tlkriz SirifchiL 
to ti* author! tin of the Ciite l <3 g* Unite re itgr. St 
la « yculig am with keen In tenet in Science and I 
La ftUT« v «k C'JU'Bl of Itvdjr it Caabrldg* ■ill be of 
lm&jQ ulo* to him, I know tb ptfiJMi'j Kid 
bij people* fte town of i wsaltbj and cultured 
fially la the Eoutaj hit Idencj isi he hot i brother 
ar.d e m later atudjlng it Oxford it the eoM^t, In 
«gr judgment, he ie i fit ini proper perica for 
adaiaiion to the On*T«r 11 tjr • 



Tagore V tetter recommend mg Vikraim application for admission to ('ambridgi 





With Ibe President, V.V. Girl. 


With tils mottle; Sarloetevi, and 
Si; C.V. Rumun, <it th* 

f&und&Urtri tfjunc laying 
ceremony of (he Community 
Science Cert I tv Ahmedibal 1 


Wiih S:r C.V. Romaic the Natvl Luuivate, whp was. Vikram SaruChoL's guide, nl the Indian tnintuii' erf 
Sciences* Bangalore faam L 9-10 to 194S, 





VikriLim and MrinaJini vvitli the child rei 



Vikram with his children: In Mrinalmi's absence he was an attentive 
single parent 








With mentors and friends: Imni left to right. S.S. Rhatnagar* Homi Rhabha 
and C.V, Raman 



A strong faith in international collaboration: Vikram with P.M.S. Blackett 
(front row, right), CP Powell (second row, left) and Homi Bhabha 










Sarabhai in a discussion with Homi J Baba, his mentor 



Some builders of modern India. Homi J Bhabha (glass in one band with the other on the table), showing jawah aria I Nehru 
(extreme left), the first Prime Minister of independent India, the model of the T'lFft (Tata Institute of Fundamental Research) 
building. To Nehru's left is SS Bhamagar, the first Director General of CSIR Laboratories. To Bhabha's left is Morarji Desai who 
became the Prime Minister in 1977. Between Bhabha and Desai, in the background, is MC Chagla, the eminent jurist and 
diplomat. 







The St Mary Magdalene church in Thumba. The Indian space programme 
was literally born in this church; its origins can be traced to the 16 th century. 



As early as 1962, Sarabhai had sent some young engineers to NASA 
for training. This 'Class of 62' comprised (from left): R Aravamudan, 
APJ Abdul Kalam, HGS Murthy, B Ramakrishna Rao and D Easwaradas, 
Missing from this photograph of the 'Class' are PP Kale and AS Prakasa Rao. 













First the education of the senses 1 : Vikrain with Pandit Ravi Shankar 



Vikram and Praful Bhavsar examining a sample of a moon rock 











Vikram wanted to use television as a medium of development: here he Is 
seen with Prime Minister Indira Gandhi at the Krishi Dnrshtm Programme, 
New Delhi, 1967 



With Prime Minister Indira Gandhi at CIRIJS, 196^ 








As President, Internationa] Atomic Energy Agency Conference, Vienna, I97i: 




















With American astronaut Neil Armstrong at the Tata Institute of 
Fundamental Research, Mumbai 



Vikram with Dr Kurt Waldheim, President of the first United Nations 
Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space f 1968) and later 
Secretary General of the United Nations, and his wifi 








